
A STRATEGIC PLAN TO FORCE THE PRESIDENT  
TO WITHDRAW AMERICAN TROOPS FROM IRAQ 

 
Our nation is fighting a war that cannot be “won” militarily. 
It is time to make a choice about this war: keep our military forces in Iraq, 
exposing our troops to continued injury and death; or withdraw our troops from 
Iraq, opening avenues for global diplomacy to stem the sectarian violence.  
An overwhelming majority of Iraqis want our troops to leave Iraq. Even the Iraqi 
Parliament is joining this chorus. And now that the American public knows that 
the unprovoked invasion of Iraq war was based on deliberate lies, the majority of 
Americans want our troops to leave Iraq now, not next year. But President Bush 
has no intention of bending to the will of the American people and has stated 
repeatedly that the war will continue until he leaves office. 
Americans are frustrated with Congressional efforts that have been timid, 
confused and ineffectual in the face of continued loss of American and Iraqi lives. 
We must accept the fact that the President will veto any and all legislation that 
limits his prosecution of the war as Commander-in-Chief. 
The Congress must confront the President constitutionally with its superior 
power––the power to make law. Only the Congress can make laws under the 
Constitution; the President is charged with enforcing and obeying the laws 
enacted by the Congress.  
The Congress with sufficient resolve and the strength of leadership can enact a 
law to withdraw American forces from Iraq within 120 days.  Violation of this law 
would cause the President, the Vice-President, Secretary of Defense and the 
Secretary of the Treasury to commit a felony, setting the stage for their 
immediate impeachment and prosecution. 
This constitutional confrontation between the Congress and the President can 
be  successfully resolved––by the withdrawal of American forces within 120 
days––if sufficient numbers of American voters are prepared to pressure two-
thirds of their Senators and Representatives to vote to override the President’s 
veto. 
The lynchpin of this plan requires that the Speaker of the House and the Majority 
Leader in the Senate set up protracted and repetitious cloture votes and veto 
override votes to give voters at home sufficient time to understand, absorb and 
then react to the votes of their senators on cloture in the Senate and to the votes 
of their representatives in the House and their senators in the Senate to override 
the President’s veto.  
In what may be a surprisingly short period of time, bowing to the self- interest of 
political survival, the Congress will override the President’s veto to pass the 
Armed Forces Withdrawal from Iraq Act. The clear issue for members of 
Congress supporting Bush’s Oil War is political survival. 
 
 



The Plan 
1. The Speaker of the House and the Majority Leader of the Senate must 
coordinate the immediate introduction of the United States Armed Forces 
Withdrawal From Iraq Act in their respective chambers and bring the Act to final 
passage as soon as possible. To avoid a conference committee, amendments to 
the Act must not be permitted.  
2. The House of Representatives will likely pass the Act first since it has a clear 
majority of Democrats and is not subject to a filibuster. 
3. Those opposed to the Act in the Senate will undoubtedly mount a filibuster to 
deny passage by a simple majority. At this point the Leader must schedule a 
cloture vote at noon on the first day of extended debate. A cloture vote requires 
60 Senators to vote to limit debate, thus permitting the Act to be voted on for final 
passage by majority vote. 
Assuming the required 60 votes to close debate (invoking cloture) are not 
secured initially, the Leader must schedule a cloture vote the next day at noon, 
and at noon on every subsequent day until there are 60 votes to invoke cloture. 
The Senate must remain in session seven days a week and all vacations 
canceled. This is small discomfort for Congress compared to that of our soldiers 
dying and maimed every day in Iraq.  
4. President Bush will veto the Act. 
5. The same tactic that was used in the Senate to secure the 60 votes to limit 
debate must now be employed in both the House and the Senate to override the 
President’s veto. The Speaker of the House and the Majority Leader of the 
Senate must schedule an override vote at noon on the first day that the Act is 
returned to the Congress, and continue to schedule override votes at noon every 
day, seven days a week without vacations, until each chamber is able to override 
the President’s veto. 
6. Once the veto is overridden and the President begins to withdraw American 
troops, the Congress can enact additional legislation attendant to the withdrawal. 
Passage of the United States Armed Forces Withdrawal From Iraq Act will allow 
our nation to remove its soldiers from harm’s way and then permit the United 
States to pursue a diplomatic solution with nations in the region and the United 
Nations to end the bloody civil war Bush’s unprovoked invasion brought to Iraq. 

______________ 
 
Former  U.S. Senator Mike Gravel (1969-81) released both  “A Strategic Plan to Force 
the President to Withdraw American Troops from Iraq” and the “United States Armed 
Forces Withdrawal From Iraq Act” at  a press conference on May 14, 2007, at the 
National Press Club.  More information is available at www.Gravel2008.us or at 
Mike Gravel for President, PO Box 948, Arlington, VA 22216––703-652-4698. 
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