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‘Forest creatures’ emerged from their lairs on 
Saturday June 19 to celebrate the winter solstice. 
Organised by Lucy Jack of the Waitati Edible 
Gardners, revellers donned their favourite forest 
costumes, and headed to the Waitati Hall to eat, 
drink and be exceedingly merry at the big fat 
solstice feast.

Thanks to the number of participants and the 
generosity of the bands – Skybus, Leo LaDell and 
Oli Cameron for refusing to accept payment – the 
WEGies coffers swelled satisfactorily.

Plans are afoot, reports Lucy, for a return 
match next year.

Doctors Point, Waitati, Evansdale, Warrington, Seacliff 1 July 2010

Big Fat Solstice Feast a Success

NEwS
Locals call meeting on ‘boy racer’ 
problem
by Peter Dowden and Karen Hobday
Locals are calling a public meeting to discuss 
community action on the problem of vandalism to 
the Warrington Domain lawns. With several visits 
to Warrington in June by car enthusiasts known as 
‘boy racers’ from Dunedin, the Domain has been 
left in a muddy condition and residents’ sleep has 
been repeatedly disturbed.

The Warrington Reserve Group has agreed to 
host the meeting. Various proposals to deal with 
the issue will be presented in five-minute time 
slots with brief question-and-answer sessions. 
The meeting will then be opened for a general 
discussion. Organisers want people to contribute 
creative, practical ideas for a positive solution.

• Warrington Memorial Hall, 7.30pm, Thursday, 
8 July.

• If you wish to make a 5-minute presentation 
of your idea to solve the ‘boy racer’ problem, 
please email: peter.dowden@gmail.com

Caught in their sartorial splendour (from 
top) were Derek Onley (left) and Rosemary 
Penwarden; Jackie Fanning (left) and Lucy Jack

• See also page 2.
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AGM
The Blueskin Resilient Communities 

Trust’s Annual General Meeting
July 27th, 7:30 PM, Waitati Hall 

Supper Room
Everyone is welcome

BRCT Scott Willis 482 2048

Singer Tahu Mackenzie who must surely have 
been the most forestly creature;

From front page

AMNESTY
INTERNATIONAL
Local contact:
Elspeth 482 2022 
 www.amnesty.org.nz
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everything printed here appears on our website as it arrives, 
in full colour, with clickable links and in searchable form

Early deadline for September 
Blueskin News

EDiTORiAl NEwS

Items for the September issue of Blueskin 
News will need to be in by 18 August, 
rather than our usual deadline of the 
22nd of the month.

The September issue will come out a 
few days early, at the end of August. This 
will allow our printer, Graeme Youngman 
of North East Otago Computing in 
Hampden, to take a well-earned overseas 
holiday.

by the editorsby Polly Higham
One third of this year’s Otago Collier A hockey 
team is made up of Warrington School Year 6, 7 
and 8 pupils. Congratulations to Mira Neuman, 
Natasha Abbott, Izzy Locker, Devon Familton and 
Ruby Randall. This is a remarkable achievement 
for a school of 65 pupils.

The Collier A team is the intermediate 
team and includes children from Balclutha to 
Oamaru. They worked hard, having a fitness 
session, training session and game in the High 
School grade competition every week. They will 
be playing in local competitions in Otago and 
Southland leading up to the National 
competition in Timaru in October. 
The girls will be fundraising for the 
costs associated with these trips. Look 
out for the advertisements in this 
month’s Blueskin News; a fantastic 
and useful metal recycling scheme 
and bags of pine cones to keep you 
warm this winter!

Warrington has represented 
hockey in Otago teams for many 
years, having players in the Girls’ 
Developmentand Collier B teams, 
and now Collier A team this year. 
One third of Warrington pupils 
play hockey and we have players 
in four competitions this year. 
Five intermediate players have combined with 
East Otago High School in the Friday night 
competition, 16 Year 4-6 players play for the 
Warrington Warriors and Warringon Dolphin 

Five Warrington School pupils in 
Collier A hockey team

NEwS

teams in the Wednesday Primary competition and 
six Year 1-3 players play for the Mighty Ducks in 
the Saturday mini-sticks competition.

We are very proud of all our players and thank 
all our parents for their support.

From left; Devon Familton, Natasha Abbott, Mira Neuman, Izzy 
Locker, Ruby Randall. Photo by Polly Higham.
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Devon Familton (10), of Omimi (centre), leads 
Warrington School in the poi song ‘Purerehua’.
(top) and Warrington School pupils perform ‘One 
Day a Taniwha’. At the East Otago Kaupapa 
Maori Festival, at the Waikouaiti Events Centre 
on 22 June. Photos by Peter Dowden.
• See http://tinyurl.com/293gew8 for more photos 

and video at the Otago Daily Times.
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The Orokonui Garden Birds Survey
by Michael Fay
When the Orokonui Eco-sanctuary was established 
a group of us began to carry out surveys of the bird 
populations in our gardens. The plan was that 
the data would provide a measure of the effect 
of overspill from the Sanctuary in terms of the 
numbers of birds and of newly introduced species 
such as kaka and saddlebacks, both of which have 
been seen around Waitati. During July, the sixth 
round of the garden bird survey will be carried out, 
involving 20 or so local residents sitting in a quiet 
spot in their garden for an hour in July (and again 
in October), recording the maximum number of 
birds of each species that they see.

Because bird numbers can change greatly 
from year to year we need several years of data 
to come to any firm conclusions about increases 
or decreases.  However, there have been some 
consistent changes since October 2007, which, 
although not even close to statistical significance, 
maybe worth watching. The table contains data 
from the previous five surveys for the 15 most 
commonly seen species with those that have 
increased or decreased in all the pairs of dates 
that can be compared (October 07 vs October 08; 
October 08 vs October 09; July 08 vs July 09) picked 
out in a bold italic font.

Number of birds recorded 
Species October 07 October 09 October 09 July 08 July 09
Bellbird 21 29 68 32 34
Blackbird 46 37 42 43 54
Song Thrush 38 32 27 16 14
Starling 29 21 36 14 29
House Sparrow 23 19 34 23 36
Silvereye 27 7 37 195 42
Dunnock 1 19 32 20 23
Chaffinch 1 21 20 15 9
Goldfinch 15 8 18 7 15
Redpoll 12 20 12 0 9
Kereru 16 5 16 13 1
Yellowhammer 10 11 16 5 4
Tui 8 9 12 16 22
Greenfinch 8 11 5 28 3

We are always looking for new bird spotters 
to give an hour in each of the survey months so 
the kind people who produce Blueskin News have 
allowed us to include a copy of the survey form 
for July (8 days from 17 to 25).  If you  would like 

to take part get in touch with Michael Fay (482 
2806 or mikeandvalfay@paradise.net.nz ) so 
that we can give you a set of instructions and a 
bird identification chart if you need one. Happy 
counting.
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wAiTATi TOY liBRARY
by Frances Baeumer
What is a Toy Library?
It is a place:

• Where well designed, safe and educational 
toys can be borrowed on a regular basis at 
minimal cost

• Where there is access to a large range of 
quality toys

• With the opportunity to interact with other 
families

• Which provides a chance to use toys that 
match the stages of a child’s development.

Waitati Toy Library is open to everyone. There are 
six-month ($15) and 12-month ($30) memberships 
available that allow you to borrow toys for 50c to 
$2 per toy.  We are continually working to provide 
the most up to date and high quality toys at our 
library. We took advantage of the toy specials at the 
national conference last month and look forward 
to sharing them with everyone.

The Toy Library is a member-run organisation 
with support from the national body. Active 
participation in the organisation not only sustains 
the service for the community but fosters a sense 
of community among its members.

For those members interested in learning more 
about the Toy Library, our next committee meeting 
is on Tuesday, 3 August at 3:30pm (at Frances’s 
house).  Toy Library sessions are fortnightly at the 
Waitati Hall on Saturdays at 10:30 11:30am and 
the following Monday nights at 6:30 7:30pm. The 
sessions in July are 24 and 26.  Have a wonderful 
holiday.

• Waitati Toy Library Frances Baeumer 482 1991
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The first Annual Blueskin Ukulele Jam presented 
by the Blueskin Library was a lot of fun. Heaps of 
locals came along and lots of new faces from town 
and the Dunedin Ukulele Club. We never expected 
to see so many different kinds of ukes in the bay.

Mandy Mayhem rocked a wicked solo kazoo 
and Peter Dowden played a mean guitar. Tally Ho, 
Poi E and Sophie were hits, it was nice to hear all 
those really great New Zealand songs again. Brad 
Martin was an excellent band leader and it was 
lovely to hang out with Metiria Turei and husband 
Worik Stanton.

Thanks to Martha Hill and The Mineshafts 
for running the show and the Blueskin Cafe for 
hosting us. In fact, it was so cool that we’re going to 
do it all again. This time we are rocking an eighties 

theme. Hits so far include “Hungry Like A wolf ”, 
“Purple Rain” and “Venus”.

The venue is Tangente Cafe, 111 Moray Place 
on Sunday the 4 July at 2pm. Music sheets will be 
available on the Facebook event page as Martha 
Hill and the Mineshafts First Annual if you want 
a head start.

• Tania Turei, 482 2525 or 0211 387 967

Inaugural Ukuklele Jam Rocks
by Tania Turei

Love Quince Paste?
You’ll love ours!

Our divine new season’s quince paste 
is made with natural ingredients and locally 
grown fruit. Also try our new jam and 

chutneys – great for gifts.

The Village Potager
Open daily, corner Doctors Pt Rd & Foyle St, Watati.
Also at the Coast Road Market, Seacliff
Phone 482 1364

Local for local people

Coast Road Market is alive and well! The market 
hasn’t skipped a beat (except for Easter Sunday) 
since it began in August 2008.

The market is held on the first Sunday of every 
month, rain or shine, in the grounds of Coast 
Road Retreat, alongside the Art Shed, at 728 Coast 
Road, Seacliff. The next market is on Sunday the 4 
July, then on August 1 we will be celebrating our 
second birthday!

Coast Road Market is a unique blend of food, 
coffee, craft and clothes; local produce, plants, 
preserves, pakoras, prints, patches, portraits and 
paintings; bric a brac, books, toys and more!!

It’s a free market so if you would like to have 
a stall, come along before 11am to set up. Or you 
can phone us first on 465 7990 with any queries.

The Art Shed is open during the market (or 
by appointment 027 699 5390). This month you 
can find out about upcoming beginner woodblock 
printing workshops. There is a new bird on the 
block as well as some fresh oil paintings. Original 
art from $1!

• Coast Road Market, Liz Abbott & Rudie Verhoef 
465 7990

Second Birthday for Local 
Market
by Liz Abbott & Rudie Verhoef

Pinecones for Sale
$5 for a generous bag of dry pine 

cones.
Will deliver (if 2+ bags) within 

Blueskin News area.
Phone Mira 482 2771 or collect 

at 392 Coast Road.
I am fundraising for Otago 

Collier A Hockey Team.
Thankyou.
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Last month’s talks and workshops proved popular 
and others planned for July include a fern 
workshop, a winter walk off the beaten track and 
fun family activities such as frog frolics and native 
nibbles.

An amazing array of fungi were collected by 
the Botanical Society group for the workshop with 
David Orlovich. Among them an edible bolete, 
bright red and yellow fungi and one that smelt like 
almond icing (a good clue as to its deadly intent!).

The moss workshop with Maia Mistral also 
threw up some surprises. Under the microscope 
we saw a sporophyte (the little stalk that sticks up 
from a moss patch) open its mouth (operculum), 
bare its teeth (peristome) and release its spores.

Many native trees have not fruited well this 
year and as a result the hungry silvereyes, bellbirds 
and tui have been entertaining us with their antics 
at the sugar water feeder. Even Mrs Mihiwaka 
(the kaka which nested on the hill) has returned 
after an absence of seven months to tuck into the 
supplementary food.

Six robins have been seen back in their 
Silverpeaks home with one at Orokonui amongst 
the pines on the hill at the northern end. Let’s hope 
it stays there.

The rats are still with us in selected areas and 
Elton our conservation manager is concocting 
various and devious plans to deal with them, 
including feeding outside rats with a dye just 
to check we’re not getting rats in through some 
unknown breach.

The Rotary Club of Dunedin, although 
formally having handed over the valley track, is 
still generously supporting work there and recently 
another helicopter drop of gravel was undertaken 
in order to complete surfacing of the track.

The Visitor Centre and Cafe are open every 
day 9.30am 4.30pm. The Centre is free to explore 
as is the Pa Harakeke walk (Flax Plantation) and 
the 9km perimeter track. Guided and unguided 
walks are available. We have a Facebook page as 
well as a website www.orokonui.org.nz to keep 
you up to date.

OROkONui EcOSANcTuARY
by Sue Hensley

by Michael Fay
Christopher Moa needs a mate
Christopher Moa, named after a boy called 
Christopher Mower who was at school with me 
in the 1950s, is made with rusting barbed wire 
for feathers over a welded metal skeleton. The 
skeleton of his much bigger mate, named ‘Long 
Tall Sally’ because she is three metres tall, is welded 
together but I have run out of rusting barbed wire.  
If anyone has a reel or strips of it that they are not 
too attached to I would be very happy to pick it up.

• Mike Fay, 827 Mt Cargill Rd, Tel. 4822806
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Name of bird Most seen at one time Name of bird Most seen at one time

In garden Flying over In garden Flying over
Bellbird Paradise Duck

Blackbird Pied Oystercatcher

Brown Creeper Kereru Native Pigeon

Chaffinch Domestic Pigeon

Shining Cuckoo Spur-winged Plover

Falcon Pukeko

Fantail Redpoll

Fernbird Rifleman

Goldfinch Robin

Greenfinch Rosella

Grey Warbler Saddleback

Gull: black-backed Shag: black

Gull: red-billed Shag: little

Harrier Hawk Shag: other

Hedge Sparrow Dunnock Silvereye/waxeye

House Sparrow Song Thrush

White-faced Heron Starling

Kaka Swallow

Kingfisher Tomtit

Little Owl Tui

Magpie Yellowhammer

Mallard Others

Morepork

First name How many people took part in the survey

Surname Adults (>18)                     Children

Address of garden Do you feed birds       Yes      No

If you do, circle one or more below

Phone Fat             Seeds           Fruit        Sugar-water 

email Did your survey include birds at the feeder 

Date and time of survey                       Yes                No

Orokonui Ecosanctuary Survey of Birds in Gardens:
17–25 July 2010
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The decision by the Waikouaiti Coast Community 
Board at its June meeting to endorse the plan for 
the redevelopment of the Blueskin Bay Library on 
its current site marks a significant milestone for 
this long running project.

The need for a larger library has been evident 
to customers and staff for many years, but the 
project made slow progress until the Dunedin 
City Council approved $500,000 in funding for 
in the 2008/09 Annual Plan. The initial estimate 
of the cost of the project was $720,000 with the 
balance to be funded by grants from external 
funding agencies. Following this decision a project 
group was formed consisting of Library staff, 
Council Architects, and a Community Board 
representative.

Three options were considered:
1. Current location: northern end of the Hall
2. New location: southern end of the Hall
3. New site

Current Location
Advantages:

• North facing which means the extension will 
be more energy efficient, resulting in reduced 
operating costs

• Land already designated for this purpose and 
is owned by Dunedin City Council

• Close to the children’s playground facility
• Retains existing branch librarian’s office and 

staff workroom
• Includes a meeting room, available for 

community use outside library hours
• Incorporates a wheelchair accessible toilet
• Incorporates a new sewage holding tank, 

independent of Hall septic tank
• No disruption to Hall activities
• Design fits on the site

Disadvantages:
• Need to relocate the library (to Waitati School) 

during construction
New Location (Southern end of Waitati Hall)
Advantages:

• Existing library could be used for some other 
purpose after the library had moved

Disadvantages:
• South facing (less energy efficiency, higher 

operating costs)

• Won’t fit on site: resource consent required
• Cannot build library on top of Hall septic 

disposal facility (this would have to be 
excavated and backfilled

• Hall closed to public use during construction
• Expensive modifications required to Hall 

toilets and electrical system to comply with 
building regulations

• A ew septic tank facility would be required.
• Overhead power lines need to go  underground
• Distance from the children’s playground
• Need to create a new entrance to the Hall
• Loss of existing car parking outside the Hall
• Unable to incorporate existing library office 

and work room
• More expensive than building at the northern 

end of the Hall
New Site
Advantages:

• Existing library could continue operation 
during construction phase

• Possibility of shared use of building with other 
entities, if DCC would agree to shared use of 
building, insurance, security, etc

Disadvantages:
• Additional and significant cost of purchasing 

land, and related costs
• Extra costs of with a stand-alone building
• Unable to incorporate existing library office 

and work room
• Unlikely to be able to be functioning in an 

acceptable time frame
• DCC may not agree to shared use of building 

(DCC owns current Hall and Library
In summary
The current library site has significant advantages 
over the other two options including a north 
facing site, the ability to retain part of the existing 
library building, proximity to the playground, 
fewer potential issues with regard to drainage 
and sewerage and no changes to the current Hall 
or disruptions to Hall access over the library 
construction period.

Consultation with the community over the 
library redevelopment started in 2007 with a 
display of the model and plans at the Blueskin A&P 
Society’s Country Fair. Community organisations 

BluESkiN BAY liBRARY
Expansion Update
by Mike Collett
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consulted with since then have included:
Waikouaiti Coast Community Board; Blueskin 

A&P Society, Blueskin Youth Centre Committee, 
Waitati Hall Committee, Blueskin Playcentre, 
Waitati School, Warrington School.

The design was modified slightly in 2009. New 
plans were produced and the model updated. The 
updated model and plans have been on display at 
the Blueskin Bay Library for customers and staff 
to give their feedback.

The new model and plans were discussed at a 
meeting of the Waikouaiti Coast Community Board 
in July 2009. Further community consultation then 
took place during the third quarter of 2009. This 
included an article in Blueskin News showing the 
revised model along with the Architect’s design 
statement and inviting comments. The fact sheet 
and model were also displayed at the Blueskin 
Bay Library.

Through the consultation process the 
community has also been given the opportunity 
to provide feedback through the regular library 
column in Blueskin News and the Blueskin Bay 
Library’s electronic newsletter.

At its April 2010 meeting the Waikouaiti 
Coast Community Board discussed the project in 
the light of community concern over the partial 
demolition of the existing library. It asked the 
Project Architects to go back and look again 

at library options at the south end of the Hall. 
Detailed plans for two options were prepared and 
presented at the June meeting of the Board. As 
both these options had a number of disadvantages 
over the current library site the Board endorsed the 
library redevelopment on the current site.

While this is good news for those who want 
to see a new library in Blueskin Bay, there is still 
a lot of work to do before building starts. Costs 
have risen significantly in the three years since 
the first estimates were prepared with the current 
cost now in excess of $800,000. This means that 
at least $300,000 will need to be raised which will 
be a real challenge in today’s economic climate. 
A group to coordinate fundraising has been 
formed and a fundraising brochure is currently 
being prepared. While we will be seeking support 
from regional and national fundraising agencies, 
local support will also be essential if the Blueskin 
Bay community is to get a library fit for the 21st 
century.

• Please feel free to contact me on 4743 677 or 
email mcollett@dcc.govt.nz with any comments 
or concerns you may have.

• Mike Collett is head of customer services for 
Dunedin Public Libraries

• See also: Opinion, p20

Les Belles Villaines is a small group of enthusiasts 
interested in traditional dance and music from 
France and its close European neighbours. We 
started a regular (fortnightly) class in Waitati at 
the start of this year which will resume on Friday 
6 August, from 6pm at the Waitati Hall.

Les Belles Villaines is organising a public dance 
to celebrate Bastille Day, the French national day. 
‘Le Petit Bal’ is not a presentation by a performance 
group, it is an opportunity for everybody to have 
a go at French dancing in a casual setting, with 
music by Les Charibois and guests.

Le Petit Bal will be held at the Baptist Hall 270 
North Road in North East Valley on Wednesday 14 
July, at 7:30pm. Tickets $10 on sale at Taste Nature, 
131 High St or by contacting Kate 473 6488 or 
kategrace@clear.net.nz

Les Belles Villaines
by Kate Grace
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Blueskin Bay FM 
opening feast 7pm 
Warrington School. 
Pot luck, all welcome

Mega skips: 
Warrington Domain, 

10am-5pm on 

Saturday 29th &
Sunday 30th May
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Turbine News
Thanks to all the offers of assistance we now 
have the basis for a big day of information and 
consultation on the community turbine project. 
Look in next month’s Blueskin News for the date, 
and meanwhile rest assured that the community 
machinery will be oiled and in action. I’ve already 
heard of some great props for what promises to be 
another big event like the Energy Expos of 2007 
and 2008. I’ve also been talking with Powerhouse 
Wind’s Bill Currie about not only the community 
turbine project but also our wider Blueskin grid, 
centred on the Waitati Substation.

The promise of an integrated energy 
community that has emerged in our investigation 
of the community turbine is exciting. By 
‘integrated’ I mean thinking and working with 
energy holistically: generating, consuming, and 
integrating it deeper into our lives, more deeply 
for example than the monthly bill most of us have 
such a ‘disconnect’ with currently.

The more comprehensive approach to energy 
we’ve been exploring in the community via 
the WEP is something that the Parliamentary 
Commissioner for the Environment proposed 
theoretically in the ‘Get smart, think small’ report 
in 2006. What is surprising perhaps, is that while 
the policy framework has been proposed for the 
Government by the PCE, among others, and 
it’s clear that there are plenty of people in our 
community who ‘get it’ really, a truly responsive, 
distributed energy system with clear signals for 
consumers is commonsense  the surprising thing 
is that successive governments just don’t ‘get it’.

Creating and maintaining a national energy 
system that runs according to the profit motive 
powered by Think Big generation can never 
return a low carbon, equitable, resilient system, 
because it simply has the wrong motor. What I 
find exciting is the possibility that we might be 
able to take control ourselves, and determine our 
own priorities, using the community turbine as 
the vehicle to establishing a local system with 
equitable distribution and low carbon outcomes, 
and making a small but paradigm altering change 
to the national energy system. And part of that 
excitement is due to partners like Powerhouse 
Wind, who are, with the Thin Air prototype testing 

in Waitati and the fine-tuning going on in their 
Dunedin workshop, on the verge of launching 
an affordable single household turbine into 
production. In an integrated energy community 
both our stories are linked.
Ancient Sunlight
The 2008 Waitati Household Energy Survey 
revealed low coal use in Waitati. Walking along 
Harvey Street and in other Waitati streets these 
cold winter days gives a very different impression, 
however. An unmistakable odour hangs in a warm 
fug beneath the cold winter air. 300 million years 
ago a massive die off on a carbon rich world created 
fossil fuels. They’ve been an incredible bonus for 
humanity these last 200 years, with their terrible 
downsides only well understood relatively recently. 

But where does that leave the householder? 
Often with Hobson’s choice. Coal is still cheap and 
some of us have coal ranges designed for it and we 
need to keep warm in winter to keep healthy. But at 
the same time we’re releasing that ancient sunlight 
as carbon, and with it all the other polluting 
particles that gives coal that special smell. No, we’re 
not 1952 ‘pea soup’ London, with thousands dying 
prematurely and hundreds of thousands falling ill. 

wAiTATi ENERgY PROjEcT
by Scott Willis



July 2010 Blueskin News 17

wAiTATi ScHOOl
by Tania Turei
The Waitati School Board is delighted to announce 
the appointment of a wonderful new principal, 
Heidi Hayward, who will join us at the start of 
Term 3.

We are looking forward to working with Heidi, 
and we hope you take the opportunity to introduce 
yourselves to her and welcome her to our school 
and our community.

Heidi really impressed us all and we know that 
she will impress you, too. She introduces herself 
below:
New Principal
Kia ora. I come from a 
teaching background. 
B o t h  my  p a r e nt s 
were teachers,  my 
husband, sister and 
brother-in-law are 
also teachers. I have 
three lovely children, 
currently involved in 
three tiers of education 
(pre-school, primary 
and secondary school) so I feel like I have a good 
grasp on education – where we’ve come from, and 
where we are heading.

I began teaching in 1999 and have enjoyed 
many years at Macandrew Intermediate School, 
initially as a scale A teacher, followed by six years 
as part of the senior management team. I’ve done 
a little post graduate study during this time, also.

It is my belief that the goal of education is 

to help students realise they can think, learn, act 
and hold the potential to change things. Teaching 
students to be responsible and respectful (of 
themselves and towards others) is at the core of 
education learning of content is secondary to this.

Of utmost importance is, I believe, that 
schooling is just one component of life-long 
learning. Family life, playing sports, involvement 
in cultural activities and good health are all 
necessary to complement formal education and 
grow a well rounded individual.

In this vein I also have many interests outside 
school. I am heavily involved in the arts, love 
gardening (although I am no good it at), cooking 
(which I am quite good at) and skiing (which I was 
once good at, before I developed middle age fear!).

I look forward to meeting you all in the very 
near future.

• http://heidihayward.wikispaces.com/

BluESkiN BAY liBRARY 
HOuRS

Monday: 2.00 pm – 7.00 pm
Tuesday: 2.00 pm – 5.30 pm
Wednesday: 2.00 pm – 5.30 pm
Thursday: 2.00 pm – 6.00 pm
Friday:  10.00 am – 12.00 pm
   2.00 pm – 6.00 pm
Saturday: 10.00 am – 1.00 pm

We’ve got coastal breezes and there are relatively 
few of us, so a little coal, polluting as it is, doesn’t 
make dramatic headlines. 

Our atmosphere doesn’t write letters to 
the editor. And even when we’d like to make a 
change, the cost of replacing that coal range with 
a woodburning stove (burning biomass) might be 
just too great. Really, to make change we need a 
carrot, not just the stick of social censure and the 
Emissions Trading Scheme.

Luckily there is a minimum $500 subsidy 
(the max. is $1200) provided by EECA to move to 
clean heat for your household. It doesn’t have to 
be a heat pump. And it is also possible to retrofit a 
coal range to be a relatively efficient woodburner 

(with a wetback). There are even very good wood 
burning stoves, for cooking on, heating water, 
and simply heating. I know there are several 
households who cook on coal – and remember 
gas, though clean burning, is also a fossil fuel. If 
you’re burning coal however but it is not your key 
household fuel then is the EECA subsidy enough 
of a carrot to change to something cleaner? Perhaps 
along with a community turbine we need to look 
again at the concept of a community woodlot 
or woodlots. What else will help us all move to 
renewable energy? Whatever your source of heat, 
keep warm and invest wisely this winter.

• Waitati Energy Project, Scott Willis 482 2048, 
waitatienergy@gmail.com
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Waitati Open Orchardists are an amiable group 
of folk on a mission to plant fruit trees in public 
spaces around Waitati for all to enjoy. Email 
waitatiopenorchard@gmail to join our mailing list.
Fruit season is pretty much finished with the 
Sturmer apples just picked. If anyone has Granny 
Smith apples still on the tree, they await their 
destiny as winter crumble.
Tree planting season approaches!
We are eagerly planning what trees to plant 
this year in the ‘patches’ that we looked at on 
our wander earlier this year. So far these are: 
Waitati School, Orokonui Rd, Top of View St and 
McLachlan Street verge.

We are looking for more patches, these may 
be mown street verges where a few trees could be 
put in. Would you like some fruit trees out the 
front of your house? Contact us, and if the spot 
is suitable and we have enough trees we may be 
able to supply the trees and plant them; you could 
adopt the trees or just keep up the mowing and we 
will care for the trees.

All trees planted by WOO are for anyone in 
Waitati to harvest from. There are many examples 
of street-side tree planting already in Waitati, Erne 
St is a good example, trees beautify our village, why 
not make them edible too?

We have just received funding through the 
Blueskin Resilient Communities Trust to support 
our work. Thanks to them and also for your 
contributions to our fundraising, we plan to 
plant 30+ trees this year and run a couple of free 
workshops.
WOO events
Dates and times are to be confirmed. Please contact 
me for more details:

• Working bee at Orokonui Rd patch: clearing 
grass, vines etc for planting. Probably 10 July.

• Tree Crops Association Cultivar Preservation 
Orchard work bee. Weeding and pruning. This 
amazing collection of around 300 varieties of 
apples on Mt Cargill Rd is a must-see.

• How to plant a fruit or nut tree workshop. 
Including soil feeding and first pruning. 
Probably 24 July at a patch near you.

• Grafting workshop. Free learn to graft 

wAiTATi OPEN ORcHARD (wOO)

by Jason Ross
 A Branch of The Waitati Edible Gardens Group

I’m a Waitati resident and after 15 years in the 
hospitality industry have just opened Dunedin’s 
first drive-through coffee shop. It’s at the car and 
dog wash, The Clean, at 74 Crawford Street.

I offer pre-ordering 
via text message (022 679 
8595), so let me know 
what you want and when 
you’re likely to pick up 
your coffee. 

My  pro du c t s  a re 
ethically sound. The coffe I 
use, Strictly Coffee’s House 
Blend, is sourced from 
an ethically trading wholesaler who pays good 
prices to growers while contributing to local 
infrastructure projects where the beans are grown.

I use only Fair Trade Belgian chocolate and 
my mochaccinos are the best in Dunedin, my 
regulars tell me. Our high quality takeaway cups 
are biodegradable, and I offer a discount if you 
bring your own thermo-mug or old fashioned 
coffee cup. Coffee waste is donated to the Waitati 
Community Garden and whoever else wants it.

Feel free to bring your lunch, as I don’t 
sell food. I do have other products aside from 
coffee, though. I support local people, projects 
and businesses and will put any posters, flyers, 
notifications and brochures you have.

I look forward to seeing all the Blueskin 
residents I already know and meeting some of 
the ones I don’t. In July if you’re from Blueskin 
Bay I’ll give you a special price of $3.50 per coffee 
regardless of size. If drive-through doesn’t suit you, 
you can always bike-through, or walk-through 
or stand outside. I have tables and chairs for a 
sit-down inside too.

Waitati resident opens coffee 
shop
by Daniel Duxfield

workshop. Rootstock and grafting wood for 
sale on the day, pre-order to ensure you get 
some. Apples and plums. Probably 28 August.

• Waitati Open Orchards, Jason Ross, 482 2625, 
Waitatiopenorchard@gmail.com
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The Library has some fun activities to entertain 
young children. Grab some books or a DVD to 
take home. Book some time on our computers or 
join us for some fun events!
Chocolate Book Hunt
Are you a brilliant book hunter? Pick a question 
from the chocolate box in your library. Hunt down 
the answer and bring it back to the desk to receive 
a chocolate treat.

• Tuesday 13 July, 2.00pm - 5.00pm, Blueskin 
Bay Library FREE

Chocolate Story Time
Listen to delectable stories; enjoy a chocolate treat 
and a visit from Freddo Frog.

• Blueskin Bay Library: Wednesday 14 July, 
2.00pm FREE

Blueskin Bay library
School Holiday Activities
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OPiNiON

by Rosemary Penwarden
On June 9 the Community Board voted to continue 
with the plan to replace the present library building 
with a new one on the same site. This was despite 
an 80 signature petition opposing the current 
library’s demolition being presented at the April 
meeting, and a clear understanding from the Board 
that the community would be consulted on an 
alternative option before a final decision was made.

I have thought long and hard about this 
because I helped gather signatures and am the 
one who presented the petition to the Community 
Board. Do I shrug my shoulders and say, “Oh well, 
too late now...” while remaining unconvinced of the 
logic of knocking down a perfectly good building 
to put a ‘green’ one in its place? 

Instead I called a meeting. I learnt this strategy 
after many years in the health system, watching 
middle managers in hospitals all over the country.

At the meeting we all agreed a bigger library 
is a good idea. Some of us think it’s a dumb idea 
to pull down what could become a much-used 
meeting room by all sorts of community groups, 
however, we have heard lots of reasons why this 
is the only sensible option. Why then am I still 
unconvinced? Because no alternatives have so far 
seen the light of day.

Things looked hopeful at the April Community 
Board meeting when the architect was asked to 
come back with an option for the south end of 
the hall. He presented two options, but they are 
Clayton’s options. For example, City Property’s 
shrewd logic for rejecting the south end plans B 
and C includes: “… there would be additional costs 
for increased cleaning, provision of toilet paper, 
soap, hand towels etc which would have to be met 
by the Library and Hall Committee”. [CB meeting 
minutes 9 June page 8.6]. Is it cleaner at the north 
end of the hall?

The architect’s report on page 8.1 reads: 
“Construction, public health and safety issues will 
require the closure of the hall during construction” 
– for a six-month period! I am afraid this beggars 
belief. I have worked in places where a plywood 
wall is erected, a building area cordoned off and 
life continues. Remember Wall St. and the Golden 
Centre? Perhaps the architect has just forgotten 

there is another door to the hall?
South end options B and C have long lists of 

“cons” such as the two examples above but not a 
single “pro” (you can find the 9 June Community 
Board meeting minutes in the library).

Are we being conned? What about the missing 
pros? If the library was at the other end of the hall 
we’d have:

• An instant ready-made meeting room (the old 
library) at the other end of the hall.

• The opportunity to upgrade the current hall 
toilets, even turn them into a much-needed 
public facility, instead of ending up with two 
sets in a single building, neither of which is a 
public toilet.

• The library wouldn’t have to move to the 
school while it was being built so there would 
be far less disruption.

• Line of sight from the hall veranda into the 
playground wouldn’t be cut off.

• The new building wouldn’t have to be as large, 
because we wouldn’t need to find a place for 
toilets and another meeting room as they 
would already be there.

If even one of these points was in the architect’s 
report to the Board I wouldn’t have that “stadium” 
feeling that I was being hoodwinked. If other 
options were genuinely given an airing and a 
balanced decision resulted, I am certain the whole 
community would get behind what the majority 
want. There’s nothing more powerful than a shared 
vision put into action.

In a community like ours, where many are 
committed to living life in an environmentally 
sustainable way, it is essential that we plan our 
amenities that way, too; we need a coordinated 
approach that will avoid waste and duplication 
and lead to a workable solution.

Here’s the thing: We are all in favour of a bigger 
library. And we all support our library staff and the 
fantastic work they do. A request for an informed 
discussion about the new library options should 
in no way jeopardise our chances for a new library. 
If that is the case, we are being held to ransom, 
or being offered a veiled threat – “My way or the 
highway”. A US President might be able to get away 

Demolition Party Anyone?
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with that. The DCC seems to be trying as well. But 
hang on a minute this is Waitati!

To summarise, the issues are twofold; not only 
the demolition of a much loved building but also 
the decision-making process. The latter seems 
to have eluded looking at the various needs of 
the community, the structures that make up our 
current Waitati ‘landscape’, and how these could 
be efficiently integrated into an overall sustainable 
plan.
So, what now?

1. Do nothing and grumble, feeling powerless 
and frustrated? (that “stadium” feeling again)

2. Have another meeting. This could work if 
independently facilitated and if all interested 
groups, including proponents of the present 
proposal, were invited. And, as long as we 

are all given an opportunity to assess the pros 
and cons of the current option compared with 
other alternatives in a balanced, logical and 
unemotional way. This is what should have 
happened right at the start.

3. Have a demolition party. BYO sledgehammer. 
We could at least save the Dunedin ratepayers 
a few dollars!

• See also: Opinion, p20

by school staff and parents
wARRiNgTON ScHOOl

What a perfect June evening we had for our 
Matariki celebration – cold and icy with the stars 
shining. The lanterns looked stunning in the 
dark, the drums and beats from all four corners 
with the stilt walkers were amazing. The concert 
went well, with the poi and singing and clouds of 
steam coming from the children’s mouths. Thank 
you to all the families and community members 
who joined us.

Congratulations to Izzie, Mira, Devon, Ruby 
and Natasha who have all made the Otago Collier 
Hockey team and to Gracie who made the squad. 
Warrington School is making its mark on hockey!
Key dates:

• Thursday 1 July: BOT Meeting
• Friday 2 July: End of Term 2
• Monday 19 July: Term 3 starts
• Wednesday 4 August: Junior Gymnastics 

Years 1-3
• Thursday 5 August: BOT
• Friday 6 August: Keep Dunedin Beautiful 

Theatre Group
• Wednesday 11 August: Indoor Sports Years 4-8

Colin Hall Fencing Contractor
Specializing in Lifestyle Blocks

Tel: 03 482 2110 Cell: 027 326 4678
E Mail: colinhall@xtra.co.nz

New Fences & Old Fence Repairs
Restoration Maintenance & More

Hello, my name is Izzie Locker 
and I am fundraising so that I can 

represent Otago in the Collier hockey 
tournament (for year 7 & 8 girls). 
I am collecting metal for recycling 
– aluminium, lead, brass or copper 

–  such as old plumbing fittings, pipe 
offcuts and taps, electrical wire and 

aluminium, including cans. I will 
collect from Seacliff to Waitati. Please 

call me at 4822 022 if you can help.

Thank you,

Izzie Locker
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Robert Terry Sheppard was born in Taranaki, 
in the small town of Stratford on 27 September 
1951. Dick and Marie were proud parents of three 
sons – Bruce, Terry and Evan.

Terry attended Avon Primary and then 
Stratford High Schools. He was a keen long 
distance swimmer and showed an interest in 
tramping from an early age. He climbed Mt 
Egmont 200 times and had mastered Phantom’s 
Peak by the time he was 11.

His passion for tramping was lifelong. Terry 
was very proud of the number of times he had 
traversed the Southern Alps. When he reached 
52, his number of crossings equalled his age. One 
particularly memorable occasion 
was New Years Day, 1972. Terry and 
his brother Bruce were in Tongariro 
National Park when Mt Ngauruhoe 
erupted spitting ash all the way to 
Napier. On another occasion Bruce 
and Terry walked the Routeburn 
Track, down Dead Man’s Bluff to the 
Hollyford but ended up stranded for 
three days.

Recently dubbed the Earl of 
Egmont, Terry was most fond of his 
home and greatest achievement –  the 
Castle. He moved from Osborne 
to Waitati in the late ‘70s and work 
began on the stone house. Located behind the 
village hall, adjacent to Bland Park, Egmont Castle 
is a testimony to Terry’s years of hard work, love of 
red tape and extraordinary stone masonry.

Terry had a difficult relationship with the local 
building inspector. His thermodynamic building 
ideas were ahead of their time. Poor Mr Ingalls 
was often at loggerheads with the groundbreaking 
architectural techniques of the Earl. NZ Railways 
contributed a large number of rocks for its vast 
walls, mostly acquired at night by the trailer load!

It wasn’t always a castle: for a long time just 
a modest house. Known to some as the Chateau 
Sheppard it was famous for its Waitati Militia 
battles and fantastic parties! It evolved into a castle 
with the addition of ramparts and crenellations but 
it was always an impenetrable fortress. Its walls 

boast some 200 plus refrigerators and general 
whiteware, three metres high around the outside! 
The castellated tower was its tallest  addition 
with a bird’s eye view of the property from  a 
nine-metre vantage point. Terry opened his home 
as a fundraiser for the Orokonui Ecosanctuary 
with gold coin donations to “Save the Birds” and 
have a tower tour.

Terry was proud of his fortifications and 
always extended a warm welcome to visitors and 
friends . A very caring man, many waifs and strays, 
friends, kids, dogs, cats and even geese had the 
pleasure of spending time at Egmont Castle.

Terry was a thinker, an avid reader, a 
genealogist, an artistic and strategic 
man. An amazing  gardener and 
ecologist who was loyal, effervescent, 
cantankerous, honourable, generous 
and contrary, he was a man of 
principle. A consultant and advisor, 
he liked to be challenged and had a 
very logical mind. He was umpire 
of the local cricket team and a good 
brother and uncle.

Terry was a true inspiration 
to the Waitati way of life. He 
contributed so much vitality to a 
boring world. His legacy lives on 
in our homes, chimneys and walls 

and, with his precious castle, his memory is set in 
concrete. Terry will be sadly missed by the entire 
community.
A tribute to Terry , The Earl
by Joy Dewar, Harwood

What a Beautiful day for the Farewell to 
Terry Sheppard

The Handmade coffin
The maps, the band, the ferns, the kai,
And the pumpkins
Oh, I could go on, what a lovely caring village 

you people live in. 
The people, the children, the dogs, one and 

all helped make a beautiful send off.
Oh, and the Cannon.
God bless you all!

OBiTuARY
Celebrating the life of Terry Sheppard: 1951 – 2010
by Mandy Mayhem

Photo by Alasdair Morrison
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by Leonie Rousselot
All welcome to join us at the Film Society, corner 
of Orokonui and Mt. Cargill Roads on Tuesdays 
at 8.00pm. Membership for one year is $60 and 
covers 29 nights of entertainment. We offer drama, 
comedy, history or just plain entertainment in 
a warm, pleasant environment with convivial 
company. Contact Brigitte 482 2829 or Leonie 
482 2508 or visit: www.nzfilmsociety.org.nz/
waitati.htm

Tuesday July 6
SUMMER IN BERLIN (Germany 2005)
Nike and divorcee Katrin spend their evenings 
on Nike’s balcony, looking down at the city below. 
From their perspective, the world is turbulent and 
troublesome – the good guys usually turn out to be 
bad; decent jobs are hard to come by; and you have 
to be tough to succeed. The sensitive portrayal of 
the two female characters is coupled with moments 
of enchanting comedy. It is a moving film full of 
warmth, sincerity and delightful humour.
  105 min

Tuesday July 13
NINE QUEENS (Argentina 
2000)
Boyish, likable Juan and hard-
edged, scheming Marcos meet 
by chance. Marcos seems 
to have cheated everyone 
including his siblings. He 
offers to teach Juan tricks for 
a day. Juan accepts as he needs money to release 
his father from prison. Marcos gets asked by an 
ex-associate to help sell a forged set of rare stamps, 
the Nine Queens, and asks Juan to use his savings 
to set up the deal. 114 min
Tuesday July 20

THE MISTRESS OF SPICES (USA/Britain 2005)
Tilo, the young Indian Mistress of Spices is sent 
to San Francisco with three basic rules to follow: 
help her clients to accomplish their desires with the 
spices, but never hers; never leave the store; and 
never touch the skin of another person. When she 
meets American architect Doug, she feels a great 
attraction and desire for him, breaking the first 
rule and being punished by the spices. 92 min

wAiTATi Film SOciETY
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YOUR AD HERE editors@blueskin.co.nz for 
classified ads in this column.
*Classified ads are “free” but we would 
appreciate a koha/donation of $0.50-$1.00 per 
line of text: at Blueskin Bay Library, by cheque 
to Blueskin Media, PO Box 154 Warrington, or 
to account Blueskin News 03 1726 0010157 
00. Blueskin Media is a not-for-profit, 100% 
volunteer-run community publisher.
NOTE TO ADVERTISERS: Ads run here for 
three months. We are happy to repeat them if 
requested by advertisers.
WAITATI HALL Large modern kitchen facility. 
Meeting room, an attractive facility for a variety 
of functions. For more information or to hire this 
venue phone Blueskin Bay Library 482 2444
WARRINGTON HALL: For all bookings: please 
phone Rowena Park 482 2667
MILK VENDOR: Kelvin Lyon for all your milk, 
cream, flavoured milk, custard and fruit juice. 
Phone 482 2698
LOCAL SHOP: Blueskin General Store, State 
Hwy 1, Waitati: 7.30am-8.30pm Mon-Sat; 
9am-8pm Sun. Tel 482 2741
PHOTOCOPYING for only 8 cents: St Barnabas 
Church now has a photocopier and we are 
offering a photocopy service for 8 cents a page. 
Contact Louise at the Blueskin Bay Library on 
482 2444 if would like to take advantage of this 
service. [06]
LOCAL LANDSCAPES freshly drawn by Liz 
Abbott. Available direct from the artist at Seacliff. 
Also last minute original gifts including cards, 
prints, patches and other unique handprinted 
souvenirs. Ideal for posting. Gift vouchers 
available. Liz’s Art Shed is open on the first 
Sunday of the month from 11am-2pm (during the 
Coast Road Market) or by appointment ph 027 
699 5390. [08]

HOUSE TO RENT: Lovely House in Waitati, 4 
bdrm, from June. $300 per week. 0272941770 
Dates and rent are negotiable. [07]
HOUSEMINDER: Quiet paleontologist, non 
smoker, will look after your pets and plants. 
Into my fourth year houseminding around 
Dunedin and Blueskin Bay. Available from 1 
September 2010 to all of 2011. 027-4467-915 or 
jeffreyhrobinson@yahoo.co.nz [09]
FERNHILL CHURCH AT WAITATI in the Waitai 
Hall. First Sunday of each month, 2:30 pm. 
All welcome. Cuppa to follow. Contact: Ray 
Rombouts, 484-7414 [08].

FREE* clASSiFiEDS


